Size variation and reproductive success in the mosquito Aedes cantans.
A link between density-dependent larval competition and adult size of the mosquito Aedes cantans was demonstrated in northern England. Ponds containing high larval densities produced smaller larvae which, in turn, resulted in smaller adults at emergence. In both 1989 and 1990, parous mosquitoes caught at human bait were larger than nulliparous ones, suggesting that larger mosquitoes are more successful at host location and egg-laying and also that they may be longer lived. Larger mosquitoes produced larger egg clutches than smaller females: however, there was no difference in the size of eggs laid by large and small females.